Chapter II
THE MAXIMUM UTILIZATION OF PRODUCTS
I. General Elements of the Problem
E system of rationing and restrictions studied in the pre~
JL ceding chapter has for its object the distribution of available
commodities among consumers. It becomes stricter in proportion
as the available goods become scarcer. These goods come nor-
mally from three sources:
(1)  From stocks.
(2)  From agricultural and industrial production.
(3)  From imports.
While stocks existing in June 1940 ] were, if we may believe
the declarations of the Vichy Government, rather low, as much
because of the insufficient provision made by previous Govern-
ments as by reason of the destruction caused by the war and the
requisitioning by the enemy, they nevertheless allowed France to
subsist for a certain time without too much distress. The stocks
of wheat, in particular, provided food in the free zone for the
millions of refugees from the occupied zone. In any event those
stocks are to-day exhausted. Government action now consists
essentially, on the one hand, in preventing the concealment of
stocks by producers and private persons; on the other hand, in
setting aside from the new production of agriculture and fisheries
fresh stocks that can be used next winter.
Resources from imports are also very limited. Imports from
Europe are confined to potatoes from Germany. Imports from
outside Europe are cut off by the British blockade. The only
external products that still reach France are those coming from
Northern Africa and certain French colonies.
The only basic source that remains for our supply is therefore
the agriculture and industry of the mother-country. The easing or,
on the other hand, the tightening up of rationing is thus mainly
dependent on French production. This explains why the Govern-
ment has taken stringent measures (a) to increase production (see
the sections on Agriculture and Planned Economy), and (V) to
ensure the best possible utilization of all the nation's resources.
These last measures aim both at the systematic utilization of
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